Domains of social communication handicap in autism spectrum disorder.
To investigate whether specific "social communication" handicaps could be identified in autism spectrum disorder using the Autism Diagnostic Observation Schedule and to compare the results with those found in a previous factor-analysis study using the Autism Diagnostic Interview-Revised. All subjects were evaluated with both instruments. J.R. and P.E.T. independently diagnosed autism, Asperger's disorder, or pervasive developmental disorder--not otherwise specified in 51 children. Items from the Autism Diagnostic Observation Schedule that represented social communication behaviors were factor-analyzed. Three factors were identified: joint attention, affective reciprocity, and theory of mind. These are the same social communication domains that were identified in the previous study. These 3 social communication domains have been discussed in the literature regarding normal development and in previous research on autism spectrum disorders. If these domains are replicated in larger sample sizes, they could be used to monitor the results of pharmacological and psychotherapeutic interventions in autism spectrum disorders.